
Examiner’s commentary

This is an excellent essay that includes a strong spatial element and determines patterns and trends over 
a specific location; such approach often achieves good results in the subject as it enhances geographical 
analysis. The research is appropriate in scale – a small province with strong internal contrasts – because 
sufficient sources and data are used to answer the question and they represent 100% coverage of the 
area. There is an abstract (not mandatory under the current specification) that outlines the key features 
of the research and an introduction that communicates the topic and the academic context in greater 
detail. There are references to existing literature about the region under study and links to current 
knowledge about the topic (rural decline, wildfires). The area is introduced through a detailed locational 
context that thoroughly accounts for the physical and human factors that may affect the magnitude and 
number of wildfires in a region that should not naturally be prone to them. The main sources of 
information consist of a compilation of secondary data that are treated in the form of indices (index of 
rurality, flammability), graphs and choropleth maps. The sample size is strongly reliable as it represents 
100% of the population studied and it comes from the official sources available. The communication of 
the methodology is excellent, it refers to other similar studies and the research process could possibly 
be repeated by others. The analysis incorporates strong spatial emphasis, and the data is represented on 
maps and graphs made by the student allowing them to determine trends and patterns in the spread of 
wildfires. The factors affecting the presence and magnitude of wildfires are scrutinized and the findings 
are supported by data, maps and graphs, plus secondary information. The conclusion gives an account of 
the results and clearly reflects the findings. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our community 
expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of current 
copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital content 
easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.


















































































